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The United States Embassy have on instructions, called 
a special meeting of the S.E.A.T.O. Council representatives 

on May 16 at 0800 G.M.T. 

2. The United States Embassy's instructions are not complete, 
but I expect we shall be asked to take note with approval of the 
President's announcement. Perhaps we shall be asked by the Thais 
for "representational presence" of our forces. 

3. I see little difficulty about referring the latter request, 
if it is made, for instructions from you. 

1. As regards the President’s announcement, while we have 
given public support to United States moves, we have not 
expressed this support in S.E.A.T.O. terms. According to the 
London Press Service a Foreign Office spokesman yesterday said 
that United States reinf oroements , for Thailand "was a matter 
for the two Governments alone" and was made "by virtue of the 
United States Government's bilateral agreement with the Thai 
Government". This is factually inoorrect and. also out. of line 
with the President's announcement. / 5. j realize 
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5. I realize the importance of "forestalling any immediate 
demand for S.E.A.T.O. intervention in Laos" (your telegram No. 3591 
to Washington). But that is not the problem at least for the 
moment. The immediate task is to establish where the other 
members of S.E.A.T.O. stand in relation to the United States 
action. Surely we should make it clear that we, as signatories 
of the Manila treaty, endorse the action which one of our number 
is positioning itself to take in discharge of its obligations 
under the treaty. If we are not prepared to go as' far as this, 
it is hard to see how S.E.A.T.O. can continue to exist. 

Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Washington and 
Paris as my telegrams Nos, 51 and 11 and Saving to Wellington, 
Canberra, Ottawa, U.K. Mission New York, U.K. Mission Geneva 
and U.K. Del N.A.T.O. as my Saving telegrams Nos.12, 12, 7, 1, 

8 and 2 respectively. 

[Repeated as requested to foreign Service posts. Copy 
passed to. Telegram Section C.R.O. for repetition Saving to 
?fellington, Canberra, Ottawa]. 
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